Flu Pandemic Points for WVU

1.  Executive Order 13295: Revised List of Quarantinable Communicable Diseases.  Influenza caused by novel or re-emergent influenza viruses that are causing, or have the potential to cause, a pandemic 

2.  A global outbreak of human influenza that occurs when 3 conditions are met:

·   A new Influenza A virus appears in the human population

·   It causes serious illness in people

·   It spreads easily from person-to-person

3.  WHO Pandemic Phases

· Phase 3

· Human infections with a new subtype but no human-to-human, or rare instances of spread to close contacts

· Phase 4

· Small clusters with limited human-to-human transmission; spread is highly localized

· Phase 5

· Large clusters but human-to-human spread is still localized

· Phase 6

· Increased and sustained transmission in the general population

· HHS/CDC - 6a (outside US), 6b (within US)

4.  In a community the pandemic will last 6-8 weeks

5.  Collaboration is essential in planning and service delivery – part of “the infrastructure of response.”

· State and local public health agencies

· Local hospitals and clinics

· Schools and businesses

· Colleges and universities

· Medical Reserve Corps

6. Communication with staff

· Monitoring availability

· Providing direction and information

7. Education of staff

a. Providing pertinent and factual information

b. Training

8.  Personal protective equipment

· Masks (surgical, N95) and gloves

· Infection control supplies

· Hand sanitizer

8. Housing Needs and Concerns


· Possible Scenario and Anticipated Events:

a. Students may leave campus prior to cancellation of classes or closure of residence halls

b. Department of Health may cancel classes/ cancel group gatherings

c. Some students will be unable to return home secondary to illness or home status

· Planning Focus:

d. Daily Census

e. Monitor student health in residence halls

f. Thresholds to close or consolidate residence halls

g. Housing options for isolation/ quarantine per DHHS guidelines

h. Risk communication messages for concerned parents and others

9. Dining Services Needs and Concerns

· Emergency Response Center/Team

· Site selection criteria

· Hours of operation

· Response Team members

· Essential employees

· Daily census

· Daily census reports

· Self-reporting mechanism

· Staff monitoring mechanism

· Communication process

· Staff absenteeism

· Daily reporting

· Absenteeism reports

· Adjusted service levels

· Residential student health

· Communicate health precautions

· Monitor symptoms

· Provide medical contact information

· Distribute supplies

· Identify medical evaluation/examination sites

· Relocate ill students

· Thresholds and plans for closing/consolidating facilities and operations

· Determine occupancy threshold

· Classes in session

· Classes cancelled

· Determine minimal staffing requirements 

· Prioritize facilities

· Accessibility

· Proximity to health service/hospital 

· Proximity to Dining operation

· Accessibility for deliveries

· Room type/configuration

· Access to private bathrooms, kitchens, laundry facilities

· Communicate plan to students and parents

· Options for isolation and quarantine housing

· Selection of facilities

· Delivery of meals and medical supplies

· Clean/disinfect isolation and quarantine areas

· Communicate to students in isolation and quarantine

· Determine medical staff needs

10. Communications

· Complexity of medical/public health information

· Multiple information sources

· Rapid change

· Campus/community differences

· Official University spokesperson

11. Identify Target Audiences

· Students (On & off campus)

· Families/parents

· Faculty/staff

· Community

· Area Health Care Providers/Partner Agencies

12.  What Needs to be Communicated

· Disease-related information

· Health information/education

· Guidance on recommended activities

· Services available

· Public information/announcements

13. Identify Communication Channel

· Press releases 

· Press Conferences

· PSU and UHS Web site

· E-mail/letters 

· Ads

· PSAs

· Print materials

· Telephone Hot Line

· Town meetings

